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| Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made uf" 
| meet to be partakers of the Inheritance of th 


Saints in light. ” OT N 
_ © depiatted out of this Lie, and aft ſeen no more affion 
us; yet _ muſt not therefoxe-thin char the) are- ceaſed 1 
| be, or to live: For ſtill their Souls are as really alive in the othe 
| World, as we are now in this. And as it is with us ber e, thai! 
|  fome live ill, and others well: So it is with them too; only iff 
an higher degree. For ſome, and as we have juſt cauſe to fea 4 
the greateſt part of them live with the Fiendsof Hell in t 
Infernal Pit, where they have no Light, nothing but Darl 
nes and Horror to the utmoſt extremity round about them 
where they are always weeping and hy, and gnaſhin 
their Teeth, fretting and 8 theniſelves at the r 
membrane of their former Sins and Follies: whereas Chrif 
himſelf hath told us, The rom dietb not, and the fire js n 

| - quenched: (Mark 9: 44-) hat is, their Conſclences, like gre 
dy and inſatiable, Worms are always gnayin and the fi 
cok God's Wrath is continually burning in their Breaſts, nevi” 
eto be quenched or abated. They cannot forbear thinking ( 
wWuhat they have done, though every thought cuts dbem to the 
very Hearts, and ſeems ready to ſplit them in ſunder. 
\ ©. Fhey cannot forbear looking upon God, altho they can ſ 
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nothing in him but the wrath and Anger which wo F. emſel 
have kindled; which fo incenfes and enrageth their Minds, 
they are all in a flame with fury and indignation at themſel 
for it. By which means they are continually, as it were up 
a Wrack, Diſtorted, Afflicted, Diſtracted, Confounded ; hy 
ried about from place to glaces hut can find no reſt, no quiet 
every thing is unealic and troubleſom to them: Yea, they 
aa burden to themſelves, they cannot endure themſelves, b 
wilh Ten thouſand times they had been better, or had neviſ® 
what they are. But all in vain. Aud which is Worſt of 
they do not only ſuffer the extremity of Pain and Anguiſh 
| _ preſent, but they can ſee no end of it: Yea, they fee the 
v l be no end ar all, being fully aſſured, that this muſt 
| -  theirPortlon for exer- f Where 
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ly free from all the Miſeries and * which thoſe. i 
tures undergo, but always live in Heaven, in Light aud 
vve, and Joy, and Peace, and Glory, the _ that they 
te able to magie or deſire; being bil and er wen 
ſnd pleaſant, Holy and: Happy all over. And that tov (a u 
all ſee more oteſently)) not only now and then, burcontints | 

ly ;. nor for ſome time only, but to all Eternity. 
Now we who are ſtill upon Earth, are as yet in beit * 
e States, neither ſo extreatnly miſerable as the firſt are, nor 
petlecely happy as thoſe are, we ſꝑake of laſt: but as it 
ere in He middle between both. But ſo ſoon as ever we 
part out of {this Life, we ſhall. be immediately in one of 
em, as ng as we are now here. And I do nor queſts _- 5 
rl but that you all hope for and deſire the latter, even to live 

ich thoſe Bleſſed Souls which enjoy perpetual rperual reſt and felicity - 
the other World : And that one great end of your eoing 
ther at this tie; is to learn what you muſt do in order to 
And verily ye do well to take all opportunities you can 
. of being aſſiſted and directed in it, For it is a great thing '2 
_ 0 propoſe'to-your ſelves, | which cam never be attin d 
e fl ichout much care and painsabour ir. And you are not certain © + 
dw long' time you have, to do it in, but molt certain it is not 

wy long. But bleſſed be God, you are all as Yet in a Capa- - 
* n it, and it is your own fault if any of you 

1 to miſs ef K. For Almighty God plainly ſhews 
2 6 7 deſitous he is to have yo ive with him, and ſo be bap<- _ 
eln in the other World, in that he is ſtill pleaſed to afford you 
the means that he hath appointed for that purpoſe: Vie þ 
{1 6 your meeting together h e at this time, to joyn toge- ey 
r in Prayer to b Divine Goodneſs for his Aſſiſtance inthe | 
rſuir'of it; and to be put in mind of the courſe and method 
ich you rs. to take for the accompliſhment of ſo great and 
od an end. Concerning which Rereldre) I ſhall give yout 


i teſt and plaineſt Directions I can from the! Words which 

neu de now N In which we may obſerve. 3 

g What kind of Perſons they are, who are orſhal be ber- 99 
in the” oftier World; r hey are Saints. | 

iſh L. The Happiness 8 enjoy there, here ealld the ben. : 

the be of tBE Saint in light _ 5 4 

it WE They who defire vis thar Happiock muſt be duly — 
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| TV All who are fo qualified, muſt aſcribe it wholly unto 
Sac, and give him thanks for it, ag we ſee here St. Pautdoth 
Giuing thanks ro the. Father, - who. hath. made us meet: te be parte 
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% the Saints, ol all the daints, and of them only. It is proper | 
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P underſtand, unleſs we firit ſtate the true Notion, of Sancti 
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ders of ebe inheritance of the Sgints in light. . . | 
"Hh i, Firſt therefore as to the elde who kdl haph 


any Chriſtian; it being one of the Articles of our Creec 
wherein we profeſs 20 believe, there is a Communion of Saints 
; And:unlefs we be of that Communion, we can never partak: 


„ 
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But the great (queſtion is, what it is to be 2 Saint? or w 
* 8 truly or properly call'd. Saints, Men of, Holineſs, o 
3L 4 * | 

: 


nels ar Sanckity in its higheſt perf 
rel, (Plat, 8 . 33.) and ſometimes, abfolutely, he Holy On fit 
Camas 4.12.) or welk ar ot 

times he ſwears by his Holineſs: Whereby he gives us to ung 
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other world, they are here called Saints. It is the Inheritance of 


* 


and peculiar: to them, fo, that none elſe have any Right o. 


Title to it, nor can ever haye any part or portion in it. Andi, 
* | tag is ſuch a Company, and Society of Men in theft 


orld, which are truly called Saints, cannot be denyd b 


* 


Men, as the Word ſigniſtes ? But this We gan never ful 


V Or. Holineſs; from whence they are ſo called. Now Holi6 
| ; Eion, isone of the Perfect f 
ons of God himſelf, who often calls himſelf The Holy, one of 1's 


And as he ſomerimes'ſwears ;by:hinwelt at othe 8 


Jierſtand, that he himſelf is Holineſg, or, which is all one 
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dhe Praiſes of the moſt High God in the higheſt; manner the 


Furth isfullof his: Glory. (Iſa. 6. 3. Rev. 4. 8. And hence all 
tit is that when God deſign'd to make Man after his ow! 
Image, as hike him as 2 Ureature could be, he made him pe 
fectly h | 


reſtor'd again ro any Man, ſo that he becomes a new Mas 
he is ſaid to be created after God, that is, after the likene! 

of God, in riplneanfueſs and true Holineſs. ( Epheſt 4. 24.) i 
bat this fs the great Perfection wherein we were at fi or 
macdke, and ought again to econ 
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Holineſs is himſelf bis own Divine Nature or Eſſence. And{f 


that's the reaſon why they who partake of his Holineſs, ar 
fail to partake of his Divine Nature, (Heb, 12, 10. Pet. 1. 4"! 


And hence it is, that when the holy, Angels would celebraig in 


can, they cry, Holy, Holy, Holy ig the Lord of Hoſts, the who 


oly. And now that 25 Image is defae'd in us, if itb 
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ne like to God our Make {0 
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1 occaſions to chuſe 
| Fform'd, dictates to be good, and to refuſe whatlaey ; 
| Prebends to be evil. He muſt keep his AﬀeRians all in their 
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to his Word, true to his Friend. 
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certainly partake of that tran 
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W nd is all 1 
iteral Sen 


| whole, and all and every one of them equ 
z not like an Earthly 15 


irery one that hath any 
enjoy it all himſelf, as muc 
here was none elſe to partake of it but himſelf, 


ae $4 fo 6 4 t leaven, thi 
vbich ivided "he Te oft the Sen 
11 . An ak 
itance. Aa ſocer 18 en in a pr A 
8 Inheritance of the Saints. For hey ding | 
ll regenerate pa born ap ain of God, are properly his Chili. 
and 2s the Apoſtlc 8 Rom. B. 17% 
bildyen then heirs; heirs of e 84 aud joynt-beirs with Chriſt. So 


eir Inher 


bat all the Saints: or ey in whatſoever Age or Place 
they. were born again from the 75 inning to the end of the 


'orld, they are all co-heirs, and fo have an equal right and 
ütle to this eritance; not 91 to ſome ah ot it, hut to the 
poſſeſs it all. It 
heritance, that is leder the the 
> heirs, ſome me Fun one LIT of it, and 7 apa another ; But 

nj in this Heavenly Inheritance, 
as if he was the ole heir, and 


Neither are the Saints Joint - heirs only with one RAR It 1 


Nur as the Apoſtle chere ſpeaks with Chri# bigafelf. And if fo, 


their Inheritance muſt needs be very large; For (Heb. I. 2.) | 


Chrit # oppoint 5 of all things, And if they be Joint-heirs 
yith him, as gy ure they are, every. one of them muſt. in- 

herir all things too 2 He doth, bh >*' ſo be ſure they do. 
| For. God himſelf aſſerts it, faying, He that wercometh, ſhalt 
Tui herit af 1 5 I will. 15 hu God, and be ſball be my 


here we may obſerve both the vait. 


Im, ( N 88 
extent of i Inheritance of the Saints, and likewiſe the 


reaſon « it, to its extent, it is not confined to a 
Pariſh, or County, or Kingdom upon Earth, no, not 


Ide whole Earth, nor to the Moon nor Sun, nor to anß 
ſtar, nor to ru the Stars of Heaven, nor to the whole Hea: 


0 where they are, nor yet to the greateſt part of the Crea 
on hut extends it ſelf to = whole. For they inherit all things; 
ale ings that are good or 'amiable, all things that are plea- | 


Wing or delightſom, all things that are neceſſary or convenient 


br them. "All things they can defire or hope for, all things 
they can love or take comfort i in, all things that can any way 
ntribute to their Happineſs: As all pers in the: whole 
eee e e 4 OY 

A4 Fox 
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For even while they are upon Earth, 
gether for their good, how much more when they come to 


ever happened to them through the whole courſe of their 


Fhich means, they will then take pleaſure, not only in all the 


do be done in the 
they Are here below, as St. Paul aſſures the Saints at Corinth, 
 -faying, (1 Cor. 3. 21, 22.) All things are yours; "whether Paul, er Ii, 
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things pre- le 
Fent, or things to come, all are yours. All things are ſettled upon] 
them at their New-birth, and when they come to full Age 
that is, as ſoon as they get to Heaven, they will have. th 


| of Heavens affords them moſt commodious and ray Man- 
ſions. All the holy Angels there afford them theimmol 
able e y and Converſation. All the Devils and Dam- 


to God, that they are not there. All the glorious Lights in 
the Firmament, afford them a moſt delicious proſpect. In 
| - ſhort, all the Animals, and Plants, and Earths, and Stones, 
and Metals, and Mineral, and whatſoever elſe God ever made, 
either in Heaven or Earth, afford them a clear and perfect 
view of his Divine Perfections, which cannot but aff 
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* 

| 
. whatſoever any thing in the World can afford them. And 
a 
0 
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| 
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things are his. And it is no marvel, for God himſelf is his; 
as it follows in the place before quoted, He 

( ehings; and I will be hi God, and he ſhall be my Son, He ſhall 
be my Son, That's the reaſon he is an Heir: I will be hs God, 


| Him that hath all things, cannot but have all things in him. 
| (Yea, infinitely more than all things elſe; all things that God 


ET Ft a 


pon Earth, all Things work to; 
Heaven? Where they ſhall clearly ſee, how-all things that 


Lives, concurred to bring them thither : and ſo will be mat. 
ter of joy and comfort to them when they are there: By 


Devotions, Alms, and good works they ever perform'd, but 
likewiſe in all the Loſſes, Croſſes, and Diſappointments, Pains, 
Sickneſſes, and Troubles of all forts that ever befel them. 
Vea, and in all things that God ever made, or did, or ſuffer d O. 
World. For all things are theirs, even while 


1 | 
6 


actual poſſeſſion of all things, and then muſt needs enjoy 


what is there in the World, but what affords the Saints in 
Heaven ſomething to delight and pleaſe them? The Heaven 


agree- 


ned in Hell afford them matter of Praiſe and 'Thankfulneſs 


| their 
Hearts with the higheſt tranſports of Joy and Wonder. 
Phus doth every Saint in Heaven inherit all things. Al} 


ſhall inherit all 
thar* the reaſon that he inherits all things. For he who hath 


hath made being in a manner nothing in compariſon of ig 
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hat made abe: Who! therefors to completEthe' Häppinegs 
E bis Saints, doth not only: give chem all he hatt, bur even 
imſelf too; ſay ing, I will be der Cod, or rather, as the 
ords ſiguffy, I will be God to cem By virtue of Which Pro- 
nile they enjoy not only whatſoever God hath made or done, 
zut U1kewiſe wharſoev er he is „even all thoſe Infinite, 1 ternal, a 
jneomprehenſible Perfections which are concentred/in him. 
But here I muſt confeſs my ſelf at a loſs, not knowing /hnw* * 
0 conceive, much leſs to expreſs either how the Saints im 'Hea-" a 
en enjoy God, or how great an happineſs chat is t. them? 
Only in general we know they ſee God F ace to Face, as not 
only St. Pau, (1 Cor. 13. 12.) but likewiſe St. Fohn acquainrs 
vs, ſaying, (2 Joh: 3 2.) Beloved, nom we are the Sous, God : And - 
it'doth not yet appear what we ſhall'be; | But we'know that when” 
be ſhall appear, we ſhall be like" him, for we ſhall ſee im e be , 
From whence it is evident, That they ſee God, not only as 
manifeſting himſelf in his Creatures, but as he is in himſelf. 
Which blefled Sight muſt needs fill them with the higheſt 
Joys their finite Nature is able to bear. To ſee Wiſdom, aud 
Power, and Greatneſs, and Goodneſs, ene Oe and Mercy, 
and Immenſity, and Eternity; to ſee the Lord of Hoſls, the 
chiefeſt, the only Good; to ſee God himſelf, funvailing bimſelf, 
and ſhining forth in all his Glory before them; yea, to ſee him 
ſmiling, as it were, upon them, rejoycing over them, mean- 
ing himſelf as well-pleaſed with them! Who is able to con- 
celve how much their bleſſed Souls are affected, delighted, 
tranſported with this bleſſed Sight? None certainly but only. 
they that have it. They know; yea, they feel it to be the 
greateſt, the only perfect Happineſs they can poſſibly enjoy. 


And that all things elſe could never ſatisty their deſires and: ſo 


make them happy, without this: Whereas this would do it 
without all things elſe.” It being impoſſible for them to de- 
ſire any thing, but what they have in God, Infinite Good- 
neſs it ſelf. In whom, by confequence, all their Inclinat ions. 
meet as in their proper Center; and ſo their Minds are always 
at reſt and quiet, and their Souls full as they can hold of ſo- 
lid and ſubſtantial Joy, which makes them break forth conti- 
nually into Praiſes and Hallelujahs to Almighty God, and to 
the Lamb that ſitteth upon the Throne, who purchaſed ſuch 
a Glorious Inheritance as this is for them, and ſettled it upon 
them for evermore. i; 1 4 22 (7 So $f oo RL } \ . 49 4010 
But how can thefe things be? How is it pcflible for the 
Baits in Heaven to ſee God? To that the Apullle anſwers in 
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ene Af Men dern OR el de at 
It is true, All Men ar born at firſt Spiritually blind, and fo 
generally live in the Dark, feeing no more of God or amy 
Piricual Object, than as if chere was no ſuch: thing in being, 
But when a Man is born again, his Eyes are opened, and he 
bill, 28 turned; from darkneſs ta ligbe, (Act. 26. 18.) as well as from 
the power of Satan unto God. And therefore all ſuch are 
I} called the children ef Light; (1 Theſſ 5.3.) and the Children of if 
I; #he Day; becauſe they have a marvelous Light (as St. Peter calls it, 
(. Per. 9.) conſtantly ſhining in them, whereby they diſcover 
many glorious things which lie perfectly hid to all other Mor- 
ji tals. By this Eliſpas Servant, when his Eyes were opened, 
Jam the Mountain Full of Horſes and Chatiors of fire, ( Kings © 
F. 17.) even a whole Legion of the heaveniy Hoſt, round l 
about his Maſter. By this St. Stephen ſaw the Heavens opened, 
V Chrit ftanding at the right-hand of God, (Act. 7. 31, 36. 
| yea, by this Moſes /aw him thus u inviſible, (Heb. 1 1. 27.) God 
| Hamfelt. And thus all that are real Saints, being the Children 
Il of Light, ke more or leis of God; at leaſt ſo much as to make I 
all yn, heh World. Indeed they cannot ſee his Face and 
| live, as he himſelf told Mes: But they ſes him as Moſes. did, 
| (Exd. 33. 20.) in his Back-parts, in his Works, the Effects 
And Products of his Divine Perfe&ions. And the reaſon 
why they cannot ſee his Face and live in this World, is becauſe 
( they are ſtyl. in their imperfect State, and therefore cannot 
Pas have a 'perfeCt fight of fo glorious a Being ; or if they 
{| Had, it would ſtrike them dead, for they could not poſſibly 2 


it; or as Fob expreſſeth it, Job 3 1. 23. by reaſon of his: high 
il eſs. they could not endure, 10 4. $3.9 it. But of 
(as God himſelf faith, that no Man ſhall fee his Face, and 
live; He thereby gives us to underſtand, That ſome ſhall ſee 
bis Face when they are Dead, and departed out of this Life. 

ll. And ſo queſtionleſs do all the Saints that are in Heaven. For 
they live in a City Rev. 2 1. 23. which hath no need of the dun, nor of 
ke Moon ta ſhine in it: For the gl of Goll doth lighten it, and the 
Laub is the light thereof. Or as the Prophet Jaiah words it, Ifa. 
h f o. 19. "The Lord is to them an everlaſting light. So that as the 
Sun is to us upon Earth the fountain of all 8 Light whereby 
ve ſee any Object here below; ſo to the Saints that are above 
in Heaven, God himſelf is pleaſed to iſſue forth Light im- 
| cediately from himſelf, which exceeds the light of f Se 
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** ir 9 more thao that exceeds the yn 2 of 2 Glo- 
Fe, Neicher doth it 255 ſhine, as the Sun Och, upon 
| but into them, eds oenlightens themſelyes too, as Well 
3 chin gs that are about them, And what fs there in the 
Ieh they canntt ſee by ſuch a Glorious, ſich an In- 
ite Lig 42 as this.is?- By this light they ſee not only the ſu- 
3 but the yery ſubſtance and contexture of eve Crea- ” 
e they have a mind to look upon, as exactly as 8 ip it Was 
erfectly anatomized and 1 open before them. By this he 
Jethe n vertues, qualities, and 9 of things here 
ped. the great ends and purpoſes for which they 1 de- 
nd this, they ſee A e of the ebbing and flow ing 
Sea, and hes 5 Phœnomę na of nature, which o 
puree Philoſophy, and make f. but a meer conjecture. 
y fee the 428 and We Powers that God 
ut into all A and e ee of pro opogating their 
ive Species, ſo that none 0 
1155 be in the World. By this, they ſee _ the com ous _ 
n and the ſeveral motions of the Sun and all the other Plar anets, 


e well as byes Stars, and what influences che have upon ter- 

” rial Bc this, ey ſee the wiſe + have Gpon'n ſe-'.. 
10 Cauſes, how they depe upon one another, and all VR 5 
As ſhe firſt . he Kah of 00 e and 5 thin e | 
on the eds he an F x pie ſure to them; by reaſon of the 
110 ntrivance they obſerve in them; 


mirable then and | 
1 d alſo becauſe theix faculties are by this means employed to | 
3 uſes, for which they were made, and to which 


” 17 the P For. as God made all things for the ma- 
rhe 7 8 his own Glory, he endued Men with Reaſon og 
> Ml © that they might behold and admire the glory of thoſe | 
nd WY ns, Which he manifeſted in them. And hence it bs, | 
de that Gall thi hings aur n tending to their end) all Men natu: 


rally deſire to know, and many apply their minds Wholl to, 
1000 out ſuch things as thoſe are. And if chey can but gueſs at 
of hab; of them with h che leaſt ſhew of reaſon, or ſo much as Pro- 
bability, they are mightily pleaſed w with it. But what a plea- 

3 ſure then mult it be, to have a full view-and proſpect oft em, 
ie and of that infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodnefs which ap- 
y Pega in them, as the Saints in Heaven have, by that light | 
e NE ines upon their Inheritance? i 
*B Moreover 7, by. this 1 oe -they look back upon their formex, 

< ins, and e the Soy nd of Providence orderin 8 2 and over- 
5 ding J 


- 


-—” 


them ever ad, of can ever 
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But alas! ho 
to do, before we can get thither? But bleſſed be God we are in 
the ready. Way, living in ſuch a Church wherein we have all 
things that can be defired in order to it. Let us not then de- 
ſelves aright for it, and we cannot mils of it. 


115 
Lt] : 
1 
8 
7 ** 


_ ruling, not 
ſome uſe or other of every one of them, to work them oy 
neſs to his Church Militant here on Earth, in all the ſtra 


49 


| ' itisforit, that every thing ſhould be juſt as it is. 
u this, they ſee the holy Angels and all their fellow Cit 


Father Son and Hoh 


incorruptable, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, eterne 
in the Heavens, in Glory, in Bliſs, in Light itſelf. 
And new we are got upon the Mount, how well may w: 


Leet us ſetup. our Tents, and dwell continualy upon the Con- 


' 
plats how we may be rightly qualified, or as the Apoſtle here 


t only the greater occurrences, but even the le. 
circumſtances in them; and the Holy Spirit of God makiſ W 
ere 


2 1 
on 


FS 
xcl 
| rec 

zens in the new Hieruſalem, and converſè tamiliarly with then 

as we do with one another. By this, they ſee their ever Bleſſchor 


to himſelf. By this, they ſee God's infinite Love and Goo 


\ 9 


ulties he brings it into, and how good and neceſſi 


and difficu 


Saviour, the Eternal Son of God in their Nature exalted at th! 
Right Hand of the Father, far above all Principality, ann 


1 P ower , and Might, and Dominion, and every Name that Wa 
named in Heaven or Earth. By this, they ſee all the Glorſſer 


|” which the Father hath given him, as he himſelf once 1 n 


they might. (Fob. 17. 4.) Yea, by this, they fee the moſt High]! 
; ng he 17-4 2s we ee the Sun by his own light 


and chat too, as clearly, as fully, as, perfectly as it is poſſible fo 
Creatures to do it. Which ſq Refreſhes, enlivens, elevates, an I 
cheers their Spirits, 


that they are always rejoycing and ſingingſrc 


and praiſing God; admiring, adoring, magnifying and giving 
thanks to his Almighty ; All-g 


lorious, and All-gractous Majeſtyfn 
| Ghoſt, for His Creating, RedeemingÞ" 
and Sanctifying them fo as to bring them through the variouſi® 
changes and chances of this mortal Life, to ſach an Inheritance 


W 
tt 
ta 
tt 
n 


ſay with the Apoſtles, (Matt. 17. 4.) It is good for us to be here: 


templation of, this glorious Inheritance of the Saints in light! 
v far as yet are we diſtant from it? how unwor- 


* 


ol it? how unmeet for it? What a deal of Work have we 


WY" 


thy 


LS 


pair, but uſe, the | 


uſe, rhe utmoſt of our care and ſtudy to qualifie our 


r ones tlloen cy” 


For which purpoſe therefore let us conſider in the next 


ks, made meet 


dez to be partakers of this Inheritance of the 


daints in Light? | F., 


aki] Where we may obſerve by the way. That the Apoſtle | 
n oyfere ſuppoſeth, or rather takes it for granted, that all Men - 


ſtrajJone being meet to partake of the Inheritance of the Saints, . 
eſſuſut only they who are Saints themſelves. God himſelf hath *. 
- - ſkcluded all others from ir, by his eternal and irrevocable De- 


thenſord. - And indeed, none but Saints are Subjects capable of it. 
BlefeFor all others being {till in ther natural and ſinful Eſtate, their 
at ti Minds are ſo ſtuffed with vitious and ꝑroſs Humours that the 
5. angannot ſee the light; and ſo wholly inclined and bent upon ſen- 
hat Pal Objects, that they can take no pleafure in the Joys of Hea- 
Glorſen.. But rather being altogether unclean and carnal, they have 
rayeſin utter averſion, if not an Antipathy, againſt ſuch pure and 
Higpiritual Delights, as being directly contrary to their corrupt 
light Nature. Inſomuch that Heaven it ſelf would ſeem more like 
le foffell than Heaven to them. The Place would ſeem melanchol- 
„ an)» the Company irkfome, the Work tedious, the Light 
ingÞroubleſom, every thing uneaſie and diſagreeable. . 
ing As ſuppoſe * ſhould pleaſe Almighty God to take us all up 
eftyimmedately from this RS the higheſt Heavens, and 
ing chere ſer us all juſt at our Savionr's Elbow. All ſuch who are 
riouical. Saints among us, who love God above all things, how 
glad would they be toſee him they love? to ſee their Saviour 
ſhining in all his Glory? How ſuddenly would they ſtrike up 
with the Choir of Heaven in ſinging. forth rhe praiſes of him 
that brought them thither? What infinite pleaſure would they” 
Make in the Place, the Work, the Company, and every thing 
on- Ichey ſee there? but as for others, who are ill in their ſms, ahi 
ht ! mind only. Earthly things, how fad and diſconſolate would they 
be; they would wonder to fee the Saints fo pleaſant and joy ful; 
r as for their parts, they can ſee nothing there, which they 
are for. In the midſt of light they would be ſtill in darkneſs: 
In ſorrow, in the midſt of joyes. They cannot hear that hea- 
venly. Muſick; or if they did it would found harſh, all Diſcords 
to them. They cannot taſt of thoſe ſpiritual Dainties; or if they 
did, they could not reliſh, nor find any ſweetneſs in them. They 
xt cannat 5 the Face of God; or if they did, they would not be 


* 


re Pleaſed, but terrified and confounded ar it; and wiſh with all. 
he their Souls to be out of that ſad Place, again, that they might 

mind the buſineſs, and enjoy the pleaſures they like better. IE 
re that be Heaven they never defire to come there any more. 
And all becauſe they want that Principle of true grace and 
holineſs, which would make them Saints, and lo c paciate. 


Gooſe not meet for it. Than which nothing can be more certan. 


Cite, (Heb. 12. 14.) that without holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the 
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FFF 
wenn for the enjoyment of thoſeholy Pleaſures, withotit-whidh 
I! ablind Man may as well delight in Pictures, the deaf in Mi 
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ng 
1 
ſy 


Mt  fick, yea a brute Beaſt in Metaphyſicks, as they in heaven 
I ard 
| V y this therefore we may ſee how neceſſary it is to be hol 
Wl before we can be happy; pure in heart, before we can fee God 
8 gu and true Saints, before we can paxtake of their Inheritand 
in light. And by conſequence, as ever we deſire to go to He: : 
ven when we dye, we mult take care while we live, to get our 
i Hearts purged from all eorrupt Affections, our Minds enlight. 
ened and our Souls ſanctified throughout, and inclined wholly 
uuato God, ſo as to prefer him at leaſt in ſome degree befote all 
things elſe; that ſo we may go out of this Word, rightly dil: 
poſed and hitted ro behold the light of his Countenance, and to 
i} © folaceour ſelves in it, as the higheſt Objecł of our Souls deſires 
And then we may be fure that our deſires ſhall be fully farisfied: 
For our Souls will be no ſooner looſned from our Bodies, but 
they will be immediately carried up to Heaven, and there par- 
| * take of the Inheritance of the Saints in light. And at che laſt 
3 Bay, our Bodies ſhall be united to our Souls again, and then 
both in Soul and Body, we ſhall enjoy all we can defite for 

NRCC or on ond on CS IE 
o is ſufficient for theſe things? how can we who were 
Born, and have lived fo long in Sin, ever be made fo; pure and 
holy, as to be meet to live with Saints and Angels, with Chriſt 
and Go 
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great a Work for us to do by our own ſtrength, the Eternal 
Son of God himſelf was pleaſed to undertake it for us. And for 


geemed from our Sins, ſowe may be made Wiſe and holy though 
ji far 


hi 
Enjoy 


wh 


* i 
1 


joy, 18 likewiſe of 1 ce goodnefs and vertue we ure of tun be enducd - 
ch, It all flows from him; who therefore tells us, (Job. x5. 5.) that 


bent him we can do nothing. But by him, there is nothing but we 


n do, As St. Paul fond by experience, faying, (Phil. . 13. Tea do | 


things through Chrift which ſtrengt benen b mʒmw. 
Hence therefore if we'defire to be made holy, we muſt apply our ſelves 
Chriſt, who although he be now in Heayen as to his humane Nature, yer 

is always prefent with us here below, Boh in his divine Perſon, and alfo 


his holy Spirit, and ſo is ready upon all Occaſions to aſſiſt us in our cadea- 


urs after Fiety, and to crown chem with that Sucteſs, as to make us fin- 
rely Pious. For which purpoſe, as he ſanctified our human nature in ge- 
ral by r Cite his Divine Perſon; fo he ſanQiffeth our humane 
«Cons in particular, by making us pattakers of his Divine Nature: Which 
e doth, by ending bis holy Spirit, of the ſame divine Nature with himſelf, - 
to our Hearts, which by degrees makes us alſo holy and ſpiritual, and 
in our Capacities, like unto himfelf, and partakers of his own Nature, 
Now the great thing which he requires of us, in order to his doing this 
rear Worr for us, is, that we believe in him, For he himlelf faith, 
Af 26. 18.) that we are ſanctiffed by faith thut is in him. Not by be- 
ring only his Goſpel in general to be true, but by believing particularly 
i himſelf} fo as to have a ſure traſt and confidence on him, to give us 
lich Illuminations and Aſſiſtances of his holy Spirit, whereby we may de 
ned from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, | 
ind fo be made fincetely, as he is infinitely Pure and Holy, And indeed, 
his is the firſt and great thing that we ought to believe and truſt in ou 
Swidur for: and that which is the Foundation of all our other expectations 
from him. For we have no ground to expect either Pardon, or any other 
Bleſſing at bis Hands, until we repent and be converted. But if we firmly 
believe and depend upon him in the firſt place for Grace to repent and turn 
to God, and ſo to become holy and new Creatures, according to the pro- 
mifes that he hath made us to Fe purpoſe; as he will then moſt certainly 
perform ſuch Promiſes to us, fo all the nr ei: @ that he hath pur». 
chaſed for us, will then follow in courſe. For if ve be truly ſanctified and 


made Holy, then our Sins will be all pardoned, our Perſons juſtified, our 


Duties accepted, God reconcil'd ro us, and at length our Souls eternally 
faved, + Bur all theſe things depend upon our being firſt Sanctified by him, 
u that doth upon our believing in hig 
But Faith, as the Apoſtle faith, (Epheſ. 2. 8.) 5s the Gift of God; and 
therefore if we defire to believe ſo as to be ſanctiſied, ve muff ask and ex- 
pe& it from him, in the uſe of choſe Meanes which he hat h appointed. both 
for the begetting and enereaſing of it. We muft Read, and Hear, and 
Medirate upon his holy Word. We muſt Faſt and Pray, and receive the 
Sacrament of our Lord's Supper. For rick are the ordinary Means whictr » 
God hath eſtabtifh'd in his Church, whereby to make known himſelf unto 
us, ro convince us of the truth aud certainty of his Promiſes, and fo work. 
and confirm in us a true belief of them, by the power of the Holy Gholt, 
which for that purpoſe doth conriagally athſt and influence the adminittra- | 
tion and performance, of ſuch Duties; which therefore are not only holy 
Duties is themſclyes, but rhe Mens roo whereby we may become holy, 
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And What cauſe have 
{!] | "th to God the Father for it ? For the whole of our Salyation, from 
{|| -Laf, muſt be aſcribed unto him. It is begun, continued, and ended all 
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"within che pate of his holy Cacholiek Church, and in one of the 
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imm and us. It is he, who gives us his holy Spirit, to mortifie the deed o 
{18 r Mee * e A I a. | 6 IL 
de fleſh, and ro quicken us wich'newnels of lite; to raiſe up qur Mind 


| from the World, and fix them upon himſelf; to keep us from evil, and rc 
| 


% Us continually by the miniltery of his Word, to repent. and Believe the 


We 
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li ee Grate to do it, In a word, It is He, who hath ſent me, the 
bon ; 
4 bt 3 


5 


| 7 ring, and Henanr, ond For. 
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